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VII. An Extratt of a Topographical * Account 
of Bridgnorth in the County of Salop, com- 
municated to the Royal Society by the 
Rev. Mr. Scackhoufe, MiniJlerofSt. Mary 
Magdalen in that- Town $ containing an 
Account of the Situation, Soil, Air, Births 
and Burials of that c Place^ and offome Tu- 
muli Sepulchrales near it. 

Read jutw j. "T\Ridgnorth a is plcafantfy fituatcd 

J_J upon the River Severn, on the 

Weft of the antient Foreft of Mdrfe, and was built, 

according to Camden,.^ Edetpda h , Lady of the 

Mer- 



* Taken from the original Papers of the Rev. Mr. Richard Corner, 
late Minifter of the Parifh of St. Mary Magdalen in Bridgnorth. 

a A fofter Pronunciation only of its old Name Bw^ or Brugg- 
north. In a Charter of King John, it is called Bruges ; in another of 
EdwardlU. Brugg and Brugg-north, and in a Third of King Charles I. 
Bridgnorth, alias Brugg-north, alias Bruges. Both Brugg and Bruges 
fignify a Bridge or Bridges, and the Termination North, whether it be, 
as feme would have it, a Corruption of the Word Morfe or not, was 
doubtlefs added with regard to the Situation of the Place. N. B. Bruges 
in Flanders is fo called from its many Bridges, and Brugg-bote is an old 
Word for Pontage or Bridge-toll. 

b Edelfieda alias Elfleda^ eldeft Daughter of Alfred the Great, faid 
by fome to be' the firft abfolute Monarch over the Englifl). She 
married Ethelred, to whom Alfred gave the Government of the City 
of London, which he had then taken from the Danes, and the Title of 
Earl of Mercia, an empty Title, till by his Valour he became Mafter 
of a great Part of that Province. After his Death, Elfleda, being a 
Princefs of great martial Prowefs, took upon her the Government of 
her Husband, and fortified many Towns, to keep the Banes out of 

Mercia : 
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Mercians •, but cncompaffed with a Wall, and forti- 
fied, by Robert de Belefme c , Earl of Shrewsbury i 
and afterwards favoured by King John, and other 
Kings, with many and great Privileges granted in 
their refpedtive Charters. It is governed by Two 
Bailiffs with the Burgeflcs in Common Hall affem- 
blcd : The Bailiffs arc annually chofen out of Twenty- 
four Aldermen upon St. Matthew's Day, after the 
following remarkable Manner : The Court being 
met, the Names of Twelve Aldermen (Seniors of 
thofe that arc there prefenr, and who have not been 
Callers for three Years before) being feparatcly written 
upon fmall Scrolls of Paper, all of the fame Size, and 
rolled up clofe by the Town-Clerk, are thrown into 
a large Purfe, which being fhut, well fhaken and 
tolled by the two Chamberlains, Handing upon the 
Chequer <*, is afterwards held open betwixt them, 
before the Bailiffs ; whence each Bailiff, according to 
Seniority, putting in his Hand, takes a Scroll, by 
•which the Callers are fixed, who immediately mount- 
ing the Chequer, alternately call the jury out of fuch 



Mercia : Afterwards fhe carried her Arms, in Conjunction with her 
Brother King; Edward, againft the Welfi, and obliged them to become 
tributary. About this time (913) fhe is faid to have built and re- 
paired feveral Places, as Stafford, Bridgnorth, <&c. See Rafm from 
Sax. Ann. Hunting. Hovend. Vol. I. pag. 38. 

c Robert de Belefme, a Man outrageoufly cruel to his own Sons and 
Hoftages, whom he caftrated with his own Hands, and plucked out 
their Eyes ; but being deferred by the Welflj, was feized, and, being 
convicted of High-Treafon, was afterwards impfifoned, others fay, 
banifhed for Life ; and thus fuffered condign Punifhment for his noto« 
rious Wickednefs. See Ca?ndcn, Baker's Chronicle, &c. 

d A large fquare Table in the Middle of the Court, encompaffed 
with Seats. 

Perfons 
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Perfons as are Burgefies, and then prcfent in Court, 
to the Number of Fourteen. Thcfe being all fworn 
neither to eat nor drink, till they, or Twelve of 
them, have made Choice of Two fit Perfons (who 
have not been Bailiffs for Three Years before) to ierve 
the Office of Bailiffs for the Year enfuing, are locked 
up together, until agreed ; which hath often occa- 
fioncd very long and tedious Failings, even to the 
Prejudice of their Healths : However, when they 
arc agreed, they .make Report of the Perfons they 
have elefted, and they are fworn into Office upon 
Michaelmas- day <s. 

This Borough, as others, has a Recorder, Town- 
Clerk, and Two Rcprefentatives in Parliament. 

The Town is divided by a ftately Stone Bridge f 
over the Severn into Two unequal Parts •, the leiTer 
Part, that lies upon the Eaft of the River, is called 
the low Town, and confifts of Two Streets, one ex- 
tending from the Bridge to the very Foot of Morfe, 
and goes by the Name of St. John's-ftreet, from a 
Religious Houfe there in Times of Popery, dedicated 
to St. John the Baptift. 

The River abounds with divers forts Of the mod 
excellent Fifh, as Salmon, Pike, Shad, Trout, Grey- 
ling, Flounders, Eels, Chub, Gudgeon, and what goes 
here by the Name of Samlet, a fmall Fifh fpotted 
WJthRcd, not much unlike the Trout;, only the Spots 



* The Bailiffs for the Time being are J.uftices of the Peace, and 
Lords of the Manor for the faid Town and Liberties, which are 
extenfive, being one way Six or Seven Miles. 

f This Bridge has Seven Arches, and formerly had a Draw, Port- 
cullis, and other Engines of 'Defence : ThcoldGatc-houfe upon it is 
i'till (landing, and feveral o:her Houfes have been built upon its Piers. 

lie 
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lie in a more direct Line on its Sides. It fcldom 
exceeds Four or Five Inches in Length, and is of a 
moft delicious Taftc, but to be taken only at certain 
Seafons of the Year : In Summer, when the Water 
is low, the Fifher goes bare-legged into the Shallows, 
and, having on a Pair of old Shoes, ftirs up the Gravel 
and Sand, fo as to difcolour the Water; and thus, by 
angling there, ufually takes many of them, together 
with Gudgeons and Blays ; but they are moftly taken 
with an artificial Fly. 

The Head of this River is on the Mountain Tlymlly- 
mon in the County of Montgomery, whence it flows 
through this County, that of FV&rceJler, and Glow 
cefter, diffufing its vital Moifture as it pafies, till it 
empties itfelf into the Severn Sea below the City of 
Briftol. It is navigable for about 140 Miles, and 
has a great Number of Veflels s continually plying 
upon it. 

The Soil in thefe Parts is of a very different Na- 
ture : Eaftward of the River Severn lies a fine dry 
fandy Soil,, fit. for bearing Rye, Barley, &c. and is 
therefore commonly diftinguifhed by the Name of 
the Rye-land from the other Parts of the Country, 
that lie on the Weft of the River j where the Soil is 
much upon a moift Clay, fit for Wheat, e Peafe, &c. 
yet not fo peculiarly adapted to thefe forts of Grain, 
but that feveral lighter Parts of this Quarter often- 
times bear very plentiful Crops of Barley, Oats, &c. 

The Common Fields adjoining to the Town bear 
Grain of all Kinds, one of them being yearly ap~ 

t Moft of the Veffels made ufe of upon this River are built here 
in feveral Dock-yards. 

pro- 
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propriated for Corn ; nay, the very Sides or* the Rock 
upon which the Town ftands, though the Soil there 
be but fhallow, yet, when well manured, produces 
great and very early Crops of e Peafe > Beans-, Cucum- 
ber -s, Afparagus, and all forts of Garden-herbs in Per- 
fection. 

The high Town lies upon the Weftern Bank of 
the River: That rifes gradually to a confiderable 
Height. The Afcent begins from the End of the 
Bridge, where what is firft worth Notice, is, a Paf- 
fage h for People on Foot, cut deep in the Rock, 
afcending with convenient Flights of Steps at proper 
Diftances, much refembling, as Travellers have ob- 
ferved, the Afcent of Mount Calvary in Jerufatem. 
On the South of this Paflage, opens a large Cave » in 
the Rock, remarkable here for being the Repository 
of excellent Beer : At the Entrance of this ftands a 
Lion rampant, carved in Stone, and within is a large 
Tun containing above Five Hogfheads. 

The Air of this Place is exceeding healthy, and, 
for ought I know, may vie even with that of Mont- 
pelier itfelf. It is certain, we have very few con- 
fumptive People amongft us, fo that as it is prefcr- 
vative to the Natives, in all Probability it might be 
reftorative to Strangers. However, we have this 
Convenience from the Variety of Situation k , that if 



h About 160 Yards in Length. 

* In Length 33, in Breadth 27 Feet. 

k Dr. Hollins, an eminent Phyfician in Shrewsbury, Father to the 
late Dr. Hollins, Phyfician to his prefent Majesty, made it hi» 
Obfervacion, That when any Epidemical Diftempers were abroad, 
Bridgnorth was fooner freed from them than any other Place that he 
knew. The fame hath been (ince confirmed by the Obfervations of 
Dr. Antony Weaver, now an ingenious Phyfician in this Placs. 

S the 



the Air in the upper Part of the Town be too fine 
and fharp for our Constitutions, we may foon remove 
into the Lower, where it is much fofter, and by that 
means poffibly find Relief, and continue till Old Age 
in its natural Courfe carries us to the Grave. In fhort, 
many of the Inhabitants here live to very advanced 
Years, there being many Inftances of thofe that have 
exceeded an Hundred l . 



' N.B. There are three old Hatters now living (1739) in the Pa- 
rifh of St. Mary Magdalen, and bidding fair for an Hundred each, 
whofe prefent Ages, being computed together, make fomewhat more 
than 257 Years. 



A 



[«» J 

A Tabic of Births and Burials for is Tears, in the 
Tariff* of St. Mary Magdalen, which contains 
about 520 Families ', and of St. Leonard, contain-' 
taining about 550 Families 5 which, allowing Five 
to each Family, amounts to 2600 Inhabitants in 
the Tarifh of St. Mary, and to 275-0 in the Tariff) 
of St. Leonard } in all 5350. 

In the Parifh of In the Parifh of 

St. Mary Magdalen. St. Leonard. 

Births. Burials. Births. Burials,. 

54. 119. Sm.Pox. 1727. 68. 100. Sm.Pox. 

72. 77 1728. 72. 61. 

5 2. 74 I729. 54. 78. 

65. 78 I730. 84. 65. 

75. 36. .... 1731. 70. 53. 

64.. 41 1732. 47- 49. 

70. 46 173 3. 79> 65. 

69. 77 1734. 6 4- 90. 

46. 56 1735. 72. 57. 

60. 32 I7J<5. 7P- 39. 

67. 22 I737« 71- 5<5. 

61. 53. 1738. 62. 6y. 

755. 711. 822, 778. 

Total Increafe 88. 



S % Se- 
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Sepulchral Tumuli upon Morfe near Bridgnorth, in 
the County of Salop, fuppofed to be Danifb. 




Eaft and Weft Sides 
3 6 Yards long. 



North and South Sides 
33 Yards long. 



In July 1 740. I obfervcd upon Morfe the Tumuli 
as reprefented above, where the Soil is a ftrong Gra- 
vel. Montfaucon in his Antiquities tells us, that the 
old Cimbri m were wont to throw up Heaps of Gra- 



*' Old Inhabitants of Denmark. 



vel 
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yel upon their Graves ; and that the more remarkable' 
the Perfons were, the larger were the Tumuli over 
therm I therefore imagined, that this might poffibly 
be a Burying-placc of the 'Danes, who, I think, 'tis 
generally owned, were Defcendants of thofe People. 
For Satisfaction, I caufed the, middle and largeft Tu- 
mulus to be dug through from North to South (See 
a a in the Figure), fuppofmg by that Method I muft 
crofs the Site of any Body that might have been laid 
there. We dug about Seven Feet deep, even to the 
fol-kl -Rock-, without meeting with -any thing remark- 
able, but an iron Shell, in Shape of a fmall Egg, with 
a round Hole at One iBftd, - btat fo cankered and 
decayed, that it eafily broke into fmall Pieces ; this 
we judged to have been the Bote of a Sword. How- 
ever, upon viewing the. "Trench that we ha"d dug, we 
perceived upon t'lie Weft Sid£ a Hollow jh the Gra- 
vel, which, upon Trial, extended horizontally Four 
or Five Feet; and under this Hollow (See bb in the 
Figure) we found one of the large Vertebr -a of the 
Loins, with its Procelfes pretty, pcifeft, but throughly 
petrified j' and, upon further. Search,;, fevefal Portions 
of Bones, all alike perpfigd, but fo difguifedi that 
we could not difcover to what Part of the Body they 
belonged. We afterwards opened one of the Idler 
Tumuli (See cc in the Figure), and found what is 
thought to be the Os Sacrum, and many other fmall 
Pieces. of Bones, in a petrified Stat^ Jt was great 
Odds that we had found nothing at all $ Tsui Nature 
favoured us, by prefcrving fome few Tokens of An- 
tiquity. During this Search, the People were much 
alarmed, and flocked to the Place in great Num- 
bers, expecting, I prefumf) to have feen Wonders j 

but 



but being difappolnted, they foon fpread a Report 
over the Country, that by a Difcovery made by forae 
antient Writings, we dug there for Treafurc, by 
which we were greatly enriched : To prevent the 
further Concourfe of the People, fyc. we were glad 
to fill up the Trenches, and leave the other Tumuli 
unexamined. 

N. B. The Middle Tumulus is about Nine Yards in Diameter, and 
the lefler about Eight Yards each at the Plain. 



VIII. Fart of a Letter from the Right Hon hle 
Robert James Lord Petre, F. R. S. to Martin 
Folkes, Efq$ SP. R. S. concerning fome extra- 
ordinary Effects of Lightning. 

jV I R, Brookjireet, June 24. 1 742 . 

Read June 14. /^\N Tuefday Morning, between Three 
»74*- yj anc i £ our o'Clock, we had at 

Thorndon fome of the mod terrible Thunder I ever 
heard 5 and, indeed, by theEffetts of it, I have Rea- 
fon to conclude, that it was very near us, as well as 
by the Noife, to which I really think no other Thun- 
der I ever yet had any Notion of, could be compared. 
It has beat down a Chimney at aFarm-houfe juft by, 
and the Lightning has alfo ftruck Two large Oaks in 
my Park, which ftand about Forty or fifty Feet 
apart. In one of them I do not obferve any thing 
much different from other Trees which I have before 
feen ftruck with Lightning; the only thing that 
feems remarkable, is, that the greateft Damage ap- 
pears 



